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Abstract:

The Joint Environment and Human Health (E&HH) Programme has explored how both man-made and
natural changes to the environment can influence human health. Scientists have tackled the complicated
mix of environmental, social and economic factors that influence health, particularly focusing on naturally
occurring toxins, man-made pollutants, nanoparticles and pathogens to see:* how they spread within the
environment* how their properties change as they interact with other substances or organisms* how we
become exposed to them, and* their impact on human health.The Programme has not only succeeded in
bringing together scientists from a broad range of environmental, social and biomedical backgrounds, but
also fostered new relationships with end users and policy makers. This new community is helping to provide
the multidisciplinary capacity able to respond in an interdisciplinary way to resolve problems that are
intrinsically interfacial in character. Many of these questions relate to complex issues such as the
environmental biology and geochemistry of soils and how these influence the transport, accessibility and
bioavailability of chemical pollutants and infectivity of pathogens. The dispersion of harmful particles in the
atmosphere is another area of major concern where the E&HH Programme has broken new ground by
showing how the chemical and physical properties of such particles influence their environmental behaviour
and may govern their toxicity and resultant pathological reactions induced following inhalation. Working
groups and networks have identified potential health problems concerning the transport and emergence of
human pathogens associated with food, soil, air and water. The consequence(s) of global and regional
climate change for the environmental behaviours of pollutants and pathogens have been considered by a
number of the projects supported by the E&HH programme.The selection of articles in this supplement
reflect the broad scope of the E&HH programme. By effectively identifying and interconnecting these
interdisciplinary elements, the E&HH programme has fostered the emergence of new ways of solving
problems in areas of research that have, until recently, had little connection with one another. This has not
only helped build new research groupings, but has also led to exciting new scientific developments as
described in this issue of Environmental Health.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2796487

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
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Communication Audience: &
audience to whom the resource is directed
Policymaker, Researcher
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Europe
European Region/Country: European Country
Other European Country : United Kingdom
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women
Other Vulnerable Population: Those with ill health or receiving medication
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion
Timescale: @

time period studied
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Time Scale Unspecified
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